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Resources Detailing Harms of Immigration Enforcement, Including Family Separation 
Last Updated: August 2025 

 
1. Government Publications: 

 
● U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., Off. of Inspector Gen., Summary of Unannounced 

Inspections of ICE Facilities Conducted in Fiscal Years 2020-2023 (Sept. 24, 2024); 
● U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., Off. of Inspector Gen., ICE Major Surgeries Were Not 

Always Properly Reviewed and Approved for Medical Necessity (Jan. 23, 2024); 

● Off. of the Immigr. Detention Ombudsman, 2022 Annual Report (June 15, 2023); 

● Raúl M. Grijalva et al., Letter to DHS on Access to Counsel (Nov. 3, 2022); 

● Pramila Jayapal et al., Letter to DHS to Halt Immigration Detention (Mar. 10, 2022); 

● Senate Committee of the Judiciary, Durbin, Leahy, Padilla, Merkley, Colleagues 
Encourage Biden Administration's Efforts to Provide a Just Resolution for Families 
Separated Under the Former President's Cruel "Zero-Tolerance" Policy (Mar. 2022); 

● U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., Off. of Inspector Gen., ICE Needs to Improve Its 
Oversight of Segregation Use in Detention Facilities (Oct. 13, 2021); 

● Executive Order on the Establishment of Interagency Task Force on the Reunification 
of Families (Feb. 2021); 

● Congressional Research Service, The Trump Administration’s “Zero Tolerance” 
Immigration Enforcement Policy (Feb. 2021); 

● U.S. Dep’t of Justice, Off. of Inspector General, Review of the Department of Justice’s 
Planning and Implementation of Its Zero Tolerance Policy and Its Coordination with 
the Department of Homeland Security and Human Services (Jan. 2021);  

● U.S. Dep’t of Health & Human Servs., Off. of Inspector General, Communication and 
Management Challenges Impeded HHS’s Response to the Zero-Tolerance Policy (Mar. 
5, 2020); 

● U.S. Gov’t Accountability Office, Report to Congressional Requester, Southwest 
Border: Actions Needed to Improve DHS Processing of Families and Coordination 
Between DHS and HHS (Feb. 2020); 

● Committee on Oversight and Reform, US House of Representatives, Child Separations 
by the Trump Administration (July 2019); 

● U.S. Dep’t of Health and Hum. Servs., Off. of Inspector Gen., Separated Children 
Placed in Office of Refugee Resettlement Care (Jan. 2019); 

● U.S. Dep’t of Health and Hum. Servs., HHS OIG: Many Children Separated from 
Parents, Guardians Before Ms. L. v. Ice Court Order and Some Separations Continue 
(Jan. 2019); 

  

https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2024-09/OIG-24-59-Sep24.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2024-09/OIG-24-59-Sep24.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2024-01/OIG-24-16-Jan24.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2024-01/OIG-24-16-Jan24.pdf
https://www.aila.org/library/letter-to-dhs-on-access-to-counsel
https://assets.aila.org/files/095f282e-3b26-41e8-8479-4fd5e2ff3386/22031005.pdf?1697589978
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/press/dem/releases/durbin-leahy-padilla-merkley-colleagues-encourage-biden-administrations-efforts-to-provide-a-just-resolution-for-families-separated-under-the-former-presidents-cruel-zero-tolerance-policy-
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/press/dem/releases/durbin-leahy-padilla-merkley-colleagues-encourage-biden-administrations-efforts-to-provide-a-just-resolution-for-families-separated-under-the-former-presidents-cruel-zero-tolerance-policy-
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/press/dem/releases/durbin-leahy-padilla-merkley-colleagues-encourage-biden-administrations-efforts-to-provide-a-just-resolution-for-families-separated-under-the-former-presidents-cruel-zero-tolerance-policy-
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2021-10/OIG-22-01-Oct21.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2021-10/OIG-22-01-Oct21.pdf
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-the-establishment-of-interagency-task-force-on-the-reunification-of-families/
https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/02/02/executive-order-the-establishment-of-interagency-task-force-on-the-reunification-of-families/
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/homesec/R45266.pdf
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/homesec/R45266.pdf
https://oig.justice.gov/sites/default/files/reports/21-028_0.pdf
https://oig.justice.gov/sites/default/files/reports/21-028_0.pdf
https://oig.justice.gov/sites/default/files/reports/21-028_0.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-BL-18-00510.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-BL-18-00510.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/704683.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/704683.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/704683.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-BL-18-00511.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-BL-18-00511.pdf
https://oig.hhs.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2019/uac.asp
https://oig.hhs.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2019/uac.asp
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● U.S. Government Accountability Office, Unaccompanied Children: Agency Efforts to 
Reunify Children Separated from Parents at the Border (Oct. 2018); 

● U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., Off. of Inspector Gen., Special Review – Initial 
Observations Regarding Family Separation Issues Under the Zero Tolerance Policy 
(Sep. 27, 2018); 

● U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., Off. of Inspector Gen., Concerns about ICE Detainee 
Treatment and Care at Detention Facilities (Dec. 11, 2017);  

● DHS Advisory Comm. on Family Residential Ctrs., Report of the DHS Advisory Comm. 
on Family Residential Ctrs. (Sept. 30, 2016); 

● U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., Off. of Inspector Gen., Review of the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons’ Monitoring of Contract Prisons (Aug. 2016).  

2. Non-Governmental Publications:  

● Tony Payan, Social and Economic Effects of Expanded Deportation Measures (Mar. 26, 
2025); 

● Cameron Santoro, Trump’s Immigration Crackdown Fuels Health Crisis:  Detention, 
Depression, Deportation, and Disease (Mar. 5, 2025); 

● Akash Pillai et al., Potential Impacts of Mass Detention and Deportation Efforts on the 
Health and Well-Being of Immigrant Families (Feb. 6, 2025); 

● Rosalind Ghafar Rogers, The Dire Mental Health Effects of Restrictive Immigration 
Policies (Feb. 5, 2025); 

● Brooke McCormick, Prolonged Immigration Detention Tied to Poor Health, PTSD, and 
Mental Illness (Jan. 28, 2025); 

● Cristobal Ramon et al., The Economic and Social Costs of Worksite Raids on Local 
Communities (Jan. 23, 2025); 

● Liza Doubossarskaia et al., “No Human Being Should Be Held There”: The 
Mistreatment of LGBTQ and HIV-Positive People in U.S. Federal Immigration Jails 
(June 2024); 

● Trine Filges et al., The Impact of Detention on the Health of Asylum Seekers: An 
Updated Systematic Review: A Systematic Review (July 8, 2024); 

● Marianne Côté-Olijnyk, The Mental Health of Migrants Living in Limbo: A Mixed-
Methods Systematic Review with Meta-analysis (July 2024); 

● Physicians for Hum. Rts., “Endless Nightmare”: Torture and Inhuman Treatment in 
Solitary Confinement in U.S. Immigration Detention (Feb. 6, 2024); 

● Mass. Gen. Hosp. Asylum Clinic et al., Child Migrants in Family Immigration 
Detention in the US: An Examination of Current Pediatric Care Standards and 
Practices (Jan. 2024); 

● Patricia Gándara, The Impact of a Broken Immigration System on U.S. Students and 
Schools (Dec. 4, 2023); 

https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-163.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-19-163.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2018-10/OIG-18-84-Sep18.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2018-10/OIG-18-84-Sep18.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2017-12/OIG-18-32-Dec17.pdf
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/assets/2017-12/OIG-18-32-Dec17.pdf
https://www.aila.org/aila-files/EB37D8CA-8D76-44EF-9B12-E0E342EB25AA/16100302.pdf?1697589507
https://www.aila.org/aila-files/EB37D8CA-8D76-44EF-9B12-E0E342EB25AA/16100302.pdf?1697589507
https://oig.justice.gov/reports/2016/e1606.pdf
https://oig.justice.gov/reports/2016/e1606.pdf
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/research/social-and-economic-effects-expanded-deportation-measures
https://www.ajmc.com/view/trump-s-immigration-crackdown-fuels-health-crisis-detention-depression-deportation-and-disease
https://www.ajmc.com/view/trump-s-immigration-crackdown-fuels-health-crisis-detention-depression-deportation-and-disease
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/potential-impacts-of-mass-detention-and-deportation-efforts-on-the-health-and-well-being-of-immigrant-families/
https://www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/issue-brief/potential-impacts-of-mass-detention-and-deportation-efforts-on-the-health-and-well-being-of-immigrant-families/
https://refugees.org/the-dire-mental-health-effects-of-restrictive-immigration-policies/
https://refugees.org/the-dire-mental-health-effects-of-restrictive-immigration-policies/
https://www.ajmc.com/view/prolonged-immigration-detention-tied-to-poor-health-ptsd-and-mental-illness
https://www.ajmc.com/view/prolonged-immigration-detention-tied-to-poor-health-ptsd-and-mental-illness
https://unidosus.org/blog/2025/01/23/the-economic-and-social-costs-of-worksite-raids-on-local-communities/
https://unidosus.org/blog/2025/01/23/the-economic-and-social-costs-of-worksite-raids-on-local-communities/
https://assets.aila.org/files/e6dd8ded-dd9a-4011-807e-09246391ddef/24062437.pdf?1719248789
https://assets.aila.org/files/e6dd8ded-dd9a-4011-807e-09246391ddef/24062437.pdf?1719248789
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cl2.1420
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cl2.1420
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165178124002166?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165178124002166?via%3Dihub
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/endless-nightmare-solitary-confinement-in-us-immigration-detention/
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/endless-nightmare-solitary-confinement-in-us-immigration-detention/
https://bpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.harvard.edu/dist/c/679/files/2024/01/Child-Migrants-in-Family-Immigration-Detention-in-the-US.pdf
https://bpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.harvard.edu/dist/c/679/files/2024/01/Child-Migrants-in-Family-Immigration-Detention-in-the-US.pdf
https://bpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.harvard.edu/dist/c/679/files/2024/01/Child-Migrants-in-Family-Immigration-Detention-in-the-US.pdf
https://latino.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/UCLALPPI_ImmigrationEnforcementOnStudents_Brief-1.pdf
https://latino.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/UCLALPPI_ImmigrationEnforcementOnStudents_Brief-1.pdf
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● J. of Am. Med. Ass’n, Emergency Medical Responses at US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement Detention Centers in California (Nov. 29, 2023); 

● Drs. Scott A. Allen and Pamela McPherson, Letter to President Biden on Renewed 
Concerns of DHS Medical Experts Regarding Harms to Children Caused by Family 
Detention (Mar. 8, 2023); 

● Oxfam Am. et al., Surviving Deterrence: How US Asylum Deterrence Policies 
Normalize Gender-Based Violence (Oct. 11, 2022); 

● Timantha Goff et al., Uncovering the Truth: Violence and Abuse Against Black Migrants 
in Immigration Detention (Oct. 2022); 

● Physicians for Human Rights, “What the U.S. Government Owes the Tortured Survivors 
of Family Separation” (Apr. 2022); 

● Taylor Koehler, Arbitrary & Cruel: How U.S. Immigration Detention Violates the 
Convention against Torture and Other International Obligations (2023); 

● Tom Dreisbach, Government’s Own Experts Found ‘Barbaric’ and ‘Negligent’ 
Conditions in ICE Detention (Aug. 16, 2023); 

● Nicole Chávez et al., Still at Risk: The Urgent Need to Address Immigration 
Enforcement’s Harms to Children (June 2023); 

● Freddy Martinez et al., DHS’s Secret Reports on ICE Detention (Apr. 21, 2023); 

● AILA et al., Closing Immigrant Detention Facilities (Nov. 21, 2022); 

● Southern Poverty Law Center, Family Separation – A Timeline (Mar. 23, 2022);   
● Kathryn Hampton et al., The Psychological Effect of Forced Family Separation on 

Asylum-Seeking Children and Parents at the US-Mexico Border: A Qualitative Analysis 
of Medico-Legal Documents (Nov. 2021);  

● Immigration Equality et al., The Abuse of Transgender and HIV-Positive People in 
Detention (June 16, 2021);  

● Kelly L. Edyburn, Seeking Safety and Humanity in the Harshest Immigration Climate 
in a Generation: A Review of the Literature on the Effects of Separation and Detention 
on Migrant and Asylum-Seeking Children and Families in the United States during the 
Trump Administration (Mar. 31, 2021); 

● Jennifer Ibañez Whitlock, Moving the Nation Forward by Leaving Immigration 
Detention Behind (Mar. 25, 2021); 

● AIC, The Legacy of Racism within US Border Patrol (Feb. 2021); 

● Randy Capps, Immigration Enforcement and the Mental Health of Latino High School 
Students (Sept. 2020); 

● William D. Lopez, An Unnatural Disaster: The Impact of Immigration Raids on Latino 
Communities (July 2020); 

● KIND, Family Separation: Two Years Later, the Crisis Continues (July 16, 2020); 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2812358
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2812358
https://whistleblower.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023.03.08-Full-Allen-McPherson-letter-to-Biden-Admin-re-Resuming-Family-Detention-with-cover.pdf
https://whistleblower.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023.03.08-Full-Allen-McPherson-letter-to-Biden-Admin-re-Resuming-Family-Detention-with-cover.pdf
https://whistleblower.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023.03.08-Full-Allen-McPherson-letter-to-Biden-Admin-re-Resuming-Family-Detention-with-cover.pdf
https://www.tahirih.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Oxfam_Tahirh_Surviving-Deterrence_English_2022.pdf
https://www.tahirih.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Oxfam_Tahirh_Surviving-Deterrence_English_2022.pdf
https://baji.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Uncovering-the-Truth.pdf
https://baji.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Uncovering-the-Truth.pdf
https://phr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/PHR_-Report_Deported-Parents_2022.pdf
https://phr.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/PHR_-Report_Deported-Parents_2022.pdf
https://www.cvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Arbitrary_and_Cruel_d5_FINAL.pdf
https://www.cvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Arbitrary_and_Cruel_d5_FINAL.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2023/08/16/1190767610/ice-detention-immigration-government-inspectors-barbaric-negligent-conditions
https://www.npr.org/2023/08/16/1190767610/ice-detention-immigration-government-inspectors-barbaric-negligent-conditions
https://www.clasp.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Still-at-risk_Full-report_v4.pdf
https://www.clasp.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Still-at-risk_Full-report_v4.pdf
https://www.pogo.org/investigations/dhss-secret-reports-on-ice-detention
https://assets.aila.org/files/85fff34f-ca9e-4d3a-95ba-3a24a1d0ca92/22112103.pdf?1697589866
https://www.splcenter.org/news/2022/03/23/family-separation-timeline
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0259576
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0259576
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0259576
https://immigrationequality.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Ltr-to-DHS-and-ICE-re-Abuse-of-Trans-and-HIV-Positive-People.pdf
https://immigrationequality.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Ltr-to-DHS-and-ICE-re-Abuse-of-Trans-and-HIV-Positive-People.pdf
https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sop2.12
https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sop2.12
https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sop2.12
https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sop2.12
https://assets.aila.org/files/36b51e9e-eb8d-4d3c-a0e9-baaa0bbb367d/21032532.pdf?1697589612
https://assets.aila.org/files/36b51e9e-eb8d-4d3c-a0e9-baaa0bbb367d/21032532.pdf?1697589612
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/the_legacy_of_racism_within_the_u.s._border_patrol.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/immigration-enforcement-mental-health-latino-students_final.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/immigration-enforcement-mental-health-latino-students_final.pdf
https://immigrationinitiative.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/brief_3_english.pdf
https://immigrationinitiative.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/brief_3_english.pdf
https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Family-Separation-Report-2020-FINAL-2.pdf
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● Physicians for Hum. Rts., "You will Never See Your Child Again": The Persistent 
Psychological Effects of Family Separation (Feb. 2020); 

● Am. Bar Ass’n, Trauma Caused by Separation of Children from Parents (last updated 
Jan. 2020); 

● Krista M. Perreira, Policies of Exclusion: Implications for the Health of Immigrants and 
Their Children (Jan. 2, 2019); 

● Am. Psychiatric Ass’n, Separation of Immigrant Children and Families (Dec. 2018); 
● Thomas S. Dee et al., How Strict Immigration Enforcement Harms Schoolchildren (Oct. 

2018); 
● Colleen Kraft, President, Am. Acad. Pediatrics, AAP Statement Opposing Separation of 

Children and Parents at the Border (July 2018); 
● Hum. Rts. Watch, In the Freezer: Abusive Conditions for Women and Children in US 

Holding Cells (Feb. 28, 2018); 

● Danyelle Solomon et al., The Negative Consequences of Entangling Local Policing and 
Immigration Enforcement (Mar. 21, 2017); 

● Hum. Rts. Watch, “Do You See How Much I’m Suffering Here?”  Abuse against 
Transgender Women in US Immigration Detention (2016). 

https://phr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/PHR-Report-2020-Family-Separation-Full-Report.pdf
https://phr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/PHR-Report-2020-Family-Separation-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/litigation_committees/childrights/child-separation-memo/parent-child-separation-trauma-memo.pdf
https://www.annualreviews.org/docserver/fulltext/publhealth/40/1/annurev-publhealth-040218-044115.pdf?expires=1747696023&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=BF16BF8577C548F2862836BB6FF68A0B
https://www.annualreviews.org/docserver/fulltext/publhealth/40/1/annurev-publhealth-040218-044115.pdf?expires=1747696023&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=BF16BF8577C548F2862836BB6FF68A0B
https://siepr.stanford.edu/publications/policy-brief/how-strict-immigration-enforcement-harms-schoolchildren
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF14/20180719/108572/HHRG-115-IF14-20180719-SD004.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF14/20180719/108572/HHRG-115-IF14-20180719-SD004.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/02/28/freezer/abusive-conditions-women-and-children-us-immigration-holding-cells
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/02/28/freezer/abusive-conditions-women-and-children-us-immigration-holding-cells
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/negative-consequences-entangling-local-policing-immigration-enforcement/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/negative-consequences-entangling-local-policing-immigration-enforcement/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/do-you-see-how-much-im-suffering-here/abuse-against-transgender-women-us
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/do-you-see-how-much-im-suffering-here/abuse-against-transgender-women-us

