
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS  

CENTRAL DIVISION 
  
  
New England Synod, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, et al.,  
  
Plaintiffs,  
  
v.        
  
Department of Homeland Security, et al.,  
  
Defendants.  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

Case No. 4:25-cv-40102-FDS 
  
  
  
  

  
DECLARATION OF J. STERLING MOORE 

I, Sterling Moore, state and declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney at Democracy Forward Foundation and counsel to all Plaintiffs in 

the above-captioned matter. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Notice of 

Supplemental Facts. 

2. A true and correct copy of a declaration signed by Rev. Caleb Crainer, dated 

November 21, 2025, is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 

3. A true and correct copy of a Charlotte Observer article titled “Church members flee 

as federal agents arrive at east Charlotte place of worship,” dated November 17, 2025, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit 2. 

4. A true and correct copy of a Christianity Today article titled “DC Churches to 

Trump: Stay Out of Our Parking Lots,” dated Aug. 29, 2025, is attached hereto as Exhibit 3. 

5. A true and correct copy of a CBS News article titled “ICE agents spotted near 

Rogers Park church, leaving community members concerned,” dated October 12, 2025, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit 4. 
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6. A true and correct copy of a This Week in Worcester article titled “Exclusive: Trump 

DHS Plans Immigration Raids on Churches Over Holidays,” dated November 17, 2025, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit 5. 

7. A true and correct copy of a Raw Story article titled “Feds plan holiday season raids 

on Spanish-speaking churches: report,” dated November 18, 2025, is attached hereto as Exhibit 6. 

8. A true and correct copy of an Esquire article titled “ICE Is Coming to Bust a Church 

Near You This Holiday Season. Seriously.” dated November 18, 2025, is attached hereto as 

Exhibit 7. 

9. A true and correct copy of email correspondence between Plaintiffs’ and 

Defendants’ counsel, with the most recent message dated November 20, 2025, and with the subject 

“New England Synod v. DHS (D. Mass.),” is attached hereto as Exhibit 8. 

10. A true and correct copy of a Religion News Service article titled “Viral warnings of 

planned ICE raids on churches have pastors worried,” dated November 20, 2025, is attached hereto 

as Exhibit 9. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. 

 

Executed:  Nov. 21, 2025 

_________________________ 

        J. Sterling Moore 

Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 2 of 48



 

 

Exhibit 1 
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Exhibit 2

Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 6 of 48



Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 7 of 48



Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 8 of 48



Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 9 of 48



The church is suspending services and yard work until members feel safe to gather

again without the threat of immigration raids, Vazquez said. Church members were

aware the U.S. Border Patrol was planning an operation in Charlotte this weekend

but didn’t think twice about their place of worship.

“We thought church was safe and nothing gonna happen,” Vazquez said. “But it did

happen.”

Observer photojournalist Khadejeh Nikouyeh contributed.

Miguel Vazquez, 15, witnessed U.S. Border Patrol agents arresting a person at a church while he was cleaning outside on

Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025. He ran and came back later. KHADEJEH NIKOUYEH knikouyeh@charlotteobserver.com

11/21/25, 10:12 AM Church members flee into woods during east Charlotte raid | Charlotte Observer

https //www charlotteobserver com/news/politics government/article312932422 html 4/6
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Exhibit 3
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Sign up for The Daily Briefing
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SIGN UP

Immigration arrests have spiked under President Donald Trump, who

has made deportations and large-scale roundups a cornerstone of his

second term. Shortly after he was inaugurated, Trump reversed a

decades-long policy that prevented officials from carrying out

enforcement in churches and other religious institutions. Christian

and Jewish groups challenged the new policy in court, arguing it has

led to more surveillance. But in April, a federal judge sided with the

administration.   

Get the most recent headlines and stories from Christianity Today delivered to your inbox daily.

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

In their letter, the DC ministers say that if Immigration and Customs

Enforcement (ICE) officers or other federal officials park on their

property, it can make it look as if they support the Trump

administration’s move to police the city as well as the “disappearance

of our neighbors, family members, and friends.”

Patricia Fears, the pastor of Fellowship Baptist Church, a

predominantly Black congregation in the northwest quadrant of

Washington, told CT she has heard from roughly ten Black and Latino

churches that said they’ve seen either ICE vehicles or unknown cars,

some of which carried masked men, in their parking lots. ICE did not

comment for this story.

Fears, who organized the letter with an interfaith organization, said

officers weren’t arresting congregants but using the church lots to

stage operations and detain people nearby. The presence of federal

officers limits ministry. Some people, including undocumented

immigrants, are staying away from the churches, she said.

“It really causes people not to come to a place where they should and

could have peace,” Fears told CT. Over the weekend, she said, she was

asked to go and pray privately with people whose loved ones were

arrested, including some who went to work and never came back. 
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Exhibit 4
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Exhibit 5

Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 20 of 48



Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 21 of 48



Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 22 of 48



Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 23 of 48



Case 4:25-cv-40102-FDS     Document 65-1     Filed 11/21/25     Page 24 of 48



Exhibit �
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November 18, 2025 1:01PM ET
By Travis Gettys

11/21/25, 10:13 AM Feds plan holiday season raids on Spanish-speaking churches: report - Raw Story

https://www.rawstory.com/immigration-church/# 1/5
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"The attorney in the New York office spoke in depth about the plan being recently updated to include mosques and liberal
synagogues in the wake of Zohran Mamdani’s recent win in the New York City mayor’s race," the report added.

Protestant church leaders told This Week in Worcester that two pastors close to Trump – televangelists Paula White and Mark
Burns – have given their approval to the plan, but the Trump administration has not approached Franklin Graham about the
operation, and several people close to the evangelical minister say he would not likely endorse it.

"[Two of the] attorneys also said that the Trump administration is pushing high-ranking Southern Baptist Convention (SBC)
officials for public support of the plan, including Hispanic pastors," This Week in Worcester reported. "Two Hispanic pastors
who lead Southern Baptist churches in New England say that SBC President Clint Pressley and its executive board received
briefings on the plan and discussed it with Homeland Security Advisor Stephen Miller and White House Border Czar Tom
Homan."

"An SBC representative says neither Pressley nor its executive committee received any briefing on the plan," the report added.

A third Hispanic pastor who leads a Pentecostal denomination in New England told the outlet that ICE agents and a person who
identified themselves as an FBI agent have paid visits to his church asking questions about individual congregants, including
how often they attend services.

"One of the attorneys said part of the operational plan involves undercover ICE and FBI agents attending and documenting
church security plans," the outlet reported. "Groups like Elite Defense Training [in Leominster] teach volunteer church members
how to handle individuals who disrupt church services and to manage scenarios like active-shooters or medical emergencies.
Most churches with security plans eventually file those plans with local police and fire departments."

"Massachusetts state law enables local law enforcement agencies to decline providing support to ICE," the report added. "This
likely leaves these security plans outside the reach of federal agencies."

11/21/25, 10:13 AM Feds plan holiday season raids on Spanish-speaking churches: report - Raw Story

https://www.rawstory.com/immigration-church/# 3/5
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"The attorney in the New York office spoke in depth about the plan being recently updated to include mosques and liberal
synagogues in the wake of Zohran Mamdani’s recent win in the New York City mayor’s race," the report added.

Protestant church leaders told This Week in Worcester that two pastors close to Trump – televangelists Paula White and Mark
Burns – have given their approval to the plan, but the Trump administration has not approached Franklin Graham about the
operation, and several people close to the evangelical minister say he would not likely endorse it.

"[Two of the] attorneys also said that the Trump administration is pushing high-ranking Southern Baptist Convention (SBC)
officials for public support of the plan, including Hispanic pastors," This Week in Worcester reported. "Two Hispanic pastors
who lead Southern Baptist churches in New England say that SBC President Clint Pressley and its executive board received
briefings on the plan and discussed it with Homeland Security Advisor Stephen Miller and White House Border Czar Tom
Homan."

"An SBC representative says neither Pressley nor its executive committee received any briefing on the plan," the report added.

A third Hispanic pastor who leads a Pentecostal denomination in New England told the outlet that ICE agents and a person who
identified themselves as an FBI agent have paid visits to his church asking questions about individual congregants, including
how often they attend services.

"One of the attorneys said part of the operational plan involves undercover ICE and FBI agents attending and documenting
church security plans," the outlet reported. "Groups like Elite Defense Training [in Leominster] teach volunteer church members
how to handle individuals who disrupt church services and to manage scenarios like active-shooters or medical emergencies.
Most churches with security plans eventually file those plans with local police and fire departments."

"Massachusetts state law enables local law enforcement agencies to decline providing support to ICE," the report added. "This
likely leaves these security plans outside the reach of federal agencies."

11/21/25, 10:13 AM Feds plan holiday season raids on Spanish-speaking churches: report - Raw Story

https://www.rawstory.com/immigration-church/# 3/5
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Exhibit 7
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Exhibit 8
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Kevin Friedl <kfriedl@democracyforward.org>

New England Synod v. DHS (D. Mass.)
Wolfe, Kristina (CIV) <Kristina.Wolfe@usdoj.gov> Thu, Nov 20, 2025 at 6:09 PM
To: "kfriedl@democracyforward.org" <kfriedl@democracyforward.org>

Hi Kevin,

 

Alex and Diane forwarded your inquiry in me.  I’ve conferred with DHS and DHS has no comment on the
article you sent.

 

Best regards,

Kristina

 

___________________________________________    

Kristina A. Wolfe

Senior Trial Counsel, U.S. Department of Justice

Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch

P.O. Box 883, Ben Franklin Station | Washington, DC 20044

p 202-353-4519 | f 202-616-8470

 

 

From: Kevin Friedl <kfriedl@democracyforward.org>
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 2:53 PM
To: Haas, Alex (CIV) <Alex.Haas@usdoj.gov>; Kelleher, Diane (CIV) <Diane.Kelleher@usdoj.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: New England Synod v. DHS (D. Mass.)

 

Hi Alex and Diane,

 

I'm writing you per Cody Giles's out-of-office response, regarding case no. 4:25-cv-40102 (D. Mass.). Can you please
connect us with the DOJ attorney who will be handling this case in Cody's absence and/or yourselves provide a response
to the below inquiry?

 

Thank you very much,

Kevin
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Exhibit 9
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Federal law enforcement officers with Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Enforcement and
Removal Operations conduct a traffic stop and detain people, Nov. 17, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex
Brandon)

By Bob Smietana, Aleja Hertzler-McCain and Jack Jenkins
November 20, 2025

(RNS) — On Tuesday (Nov. 18), the pastor of an 80-person Latino Pentecostal church got a
concerning WhatsApp audio message. The message, allegedly created by an unidentified
pastor, circulating among Atlanta-area evangelical faith leaders, claimed massive
immigration raids would occur there on Thursday and Friday.

Soon, church members were sending him messages asking what they should do about the
potential raids. By that evening at their teaching and prayer service, he had to address the
rumor with his congregation.

“Stay calm,” he told them in Spanish, but “take care of yourselves. Don’t go out if you
don’t need to go out.”

The pastor, who requested anonymity to protect his congregation, said he’d evaluate the
situation on Thursday and make a decision about whether to cancel that day’s service
three hours before its scheduled start.

Viral warnings of planned
By Bob Smietana, Aleja Hertzle

Muslim civil rights group s
By Ulaa Kuziez

Catholic clergy, nuns sue T
By Jack Jenkins

AdChoices Sponsored

Ad removed. Details

11/21/25, 9:29 AM Viral warnings of planned ICE raids on churches have pastors worried

https://religionnews.com/2025/11/20/viral-warnings-of-planned-ice-raids-on-churches-have-leaders-worried/ 2/8
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