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September 26, 2025
VIA Electronic Delivery

Department of Defense

OSD/JS FOIA Requester Service Center
Freedom of Information Division

1155 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1155

Via online portal

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request
Dear FOIA Officer:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. §§ 552 Democracy Forward
Foundation submits this request for records.

In light of reports that the Secretary of Defense plans to hold a nearly unprecedented meeting of
almost all active generals and admirals without any clear purposes, the Democracy Forward
Foundation (“DFF”’) submits this request to shed light on this action.'

Records Requested

DFF requests that the Department of Defense “DOD” produce the following within twenty (20)
business days:

1. All records reflecting communications sent to generals and admirals from the Office of
the Secretary of Defense (“OSD”) directing or ordering them to attend a joint meeting
the week of September 29, 2025. To the extent that one memorandum or email was
widely distributed, DFF requests only one copy of that document.

2. All talking points, speech or lecture scripts, presentations, agendas, handouts, and other
documents prepared for use in the large meeting of generals and admirals convened by

OSD the week of September 29, 2025, which reflect the content of that meeting.

3. All records reflecting OSD’s analysis of the security risk of a large convening of

! Tara Copp, Dan Lamothe, Alex Horton, Ellen Nakashima and Noah Robertson, Hegseth Orders Rare, Urgent
Meetmg of Hundreds of Generals, Admirals, The Washington Post (Sep. 25, 2025),
h hin national- 202 25/h: h-generals-quantico-meeting/.
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/09/25/hegseth-generals-quantico-meeting/

generals and admirals simultaneously for a meeting the week of September 29, 2025.
This would include assessments of both the risks of having nearly all military
leadership concentrated in a single location, as well as the risks resulting from
simultaneous withdrawal of nearly all leadership from their stations.

4. Records reflecting any (1) oath or pledge of loyalty OSD plans to or does incorporate
into the meeting of generals and admirals the week of September 29, 2025, and/or (2)
any directive or instruction OSD plans to or does issue to generals and admirals at that
meeting.

5. Records sufficient to show the total expense, including travel expenses, of holding a
large meeting of generals and admirals convened by OSD the week of September 29,
2025.

This request seeks records from July 1, 2025, until the date of the search.

Scope of Search

FOIA requires agencies to disclose information, with only limited exceptions for information
that would harm an interest protected by a specific exemption or where disclosure is prohibited
by law. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A). In the event that any of the requested documents cannot be
disclosed in their entirety, we request that you release any material that can be reasonably
segregated. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). Should any documents or portions of documents be withheld,
we further request that you state with specificity the description of the document to be withheld
and the legal and factual grounds for withholding any documents or portions thereof in an index,
as required by Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973). Should any document include
both disclosable and non-disclosable material that cannot reasonably be segregated, we request
that you describe what proportion of the information in a document is non-disclosable and how
that information is dispersed throughout the document. Mead Data Cent., Inc. v. U.S. Dept of
Air Force, 566 F.2d 242, 261 (D.C. Cir. 1977).

If requested records are located in, or originated in, another agency, department, office
installation or bureau, please refer this request or any relevant portion of this request to the
appropriate entity.

To the extent that the records are readily reproducible in an electronic format, we would prefer to
receive the records in that format. However, if certain records are not available in that format, we
are willing to accept the best available copy of each such record.

Please respond to this request in writing within 20 working days as required under 5 U.S.C. §

552(a)(6)(A)(1). If all of the requested documents are not available within that time period, we
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request that you provide us with all requested documents or portions of documents that are
available within that time period. If all relevant records are not produced within that time period,
we are entitled to a waiver of fees for searching and duplicating records under 5 U.S.C. §
552(a)(4)(A)(viii)(I).

Request for Fee Waiver

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and 39 C.F.R. § 265.9, DFF requests a waiver of all
fees associated with processing records for this request. FOIA requires documents to be
furnished to requesters at no fee or reduced fees “if disclosure of the information is in the
public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the
requester.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A).

In determining whether a fee waiver is appropriate, courts consider whether a requester has a
“demonstrated . . . ability to disseminate the requested information,” Cause of Action v. F.T.C.,
799 F.3d 1108, 1116-17 (D.C. Cir. 2015), and whether the requester regularly disseminates
records obtained through FOIA to “a reasonably broad audience of persons interested in the
subject” of its work. Carney v. U.S. Dep t of Justice, 19 F.3d 807, 814-15 (2d Cir. 1994). FOIA
does not require a requester to describe exactly how it intends to disseminate the information
requested, as that would require “pointless specificity”; all that is necessary is for a requester to
adequately demonstrate its “ability to publicize disclosed information.” Judicial Watch, Inc. v.
Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1314 (D.C. Cir. 2003). In evaluating a fee waiver request, courts
consider how a requester actually communicates information collected through FOIA to the
public, including press releases or a website where documents received are made available, see
id., or whether the requester has a history of “contacts with any major news[] companies” that
suggest an ability to disseminate materials of interest through the press. Larson v. C.1.A., 843
F.2d 1481, 1483 (D.C. Cir. 1988) (upholding a denial of a fee waiver to a requester who had
failed to identify his relationships with newspaper companies that could disseminate
documents).

The requested waiver is in the public interest because providing the copy of the information
sought primarily benefits the general public. Democracy Forward Foundation has a demonstrated
ability to disseminate information of public interest requested through freedom of information
statutes, and based upon responses to this request may assist in publicizing records received to
contribute to the public’s understanding of the purpose of an unprecedented convening of
generals and admirals in a single location, including the purpose of such a convening and the
security risks inherent in carrying it out. Indeed, records received by Democracy Forward
Foundation have previously formed the basis of news reports.>

2 See, e.g., Alexander Nazaryan, Why did right-wing troll Charles C. Johnson meet with Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross?, Yahoo News (May 14, 2019),
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Democracy Forward Foundation is not filing this request to further any commercial interest, and
any information obtained by Democracy Forward Foundation as a result of this request and
disclosed will be disclosed at no cost.

If the request for a waiver is denied, we are willing to pay all reasonable fees incurred for
searching and duplicating records in responding to this request, up to $50. If the costs of
responding to this request should exceed that amount, please contact us before incurring costs
exceeding that amount.
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Conclusion

If you need clarification as to the scope of the request, have any questions, or foresee any
obstacles to releasing fully the requested records within 20 business days, please contact me as
soon as possible at foia@democracyforward.org.

We appreciate your assistance and look forward to your prompt response.
Sincerely,

(s/ Skye Perrvman

President and CEO

Democracy Forward Foundation
P.O. Box 34553

Washington, D.C. 20043
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