STATE OF WASHINGTON

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
626 8th Avenue, SE * P.O. Box 42704 « Olympia, Washington 98504-2704

September 30, 2025

Skye Perryman
foia@democracyforward.org

Dear Skye Perryman:
SUBJECT: PDR-25-0439

In response to your public disclosure request, PDR-25-0439, the Health Care Authority (HCA)
has enclosed the records requested.

Records Enclosed: HCA has identified 2 pages as responsive.

With this package, your public disclosure request is complete. Your request has been fulfilled by
the production of records (including any exemptions claimed) and is now closed. This is our final
response. HCA does not intend to further address the request, and the PRA's one-year statute of

limitations to seek judicial review has started to run as of the date of this letter.

Should you have any questions, please contact me via email at emma.charles@hca.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

| J
Emma Charles
Public Disclosure Supervisor
Division of Legal Services

Attachment(s)

By email

PDR-25-0439
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From: Linke, Taylor C (HCA;
i

To: HCA DL Senior Leadership Team

Ce: Wilson, Trinity (HCA); McGill, Jason T (HCA); Sc Annette (HCA); Brown, Michael (HCA)

Subject: FW: CMS News: CMS Increasing Oversight on States Illegally Using Federal Medicaid Funding for Health Care for ilegal Immigrants
Date: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 12:36:10 PM

n-borders-eo-1 -to- 5.27.25.pdf

FYI- hot off the presses. This certainly aligns with what we have been hearing/seeing thus far. (The letter attached is the same as the link at the bottom of the email.)
~Taylor

From: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Sent: Tuesday, May 27, 2025 12:31 PM

To: Linke, Taylor C (HCA)

Subject: CMS News: CMS Increasing Oversight on States lllegally Using Federal Medicaid Funding for Health Care for Illegal Immigrants

External Email

CMS.gov News Room
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

(2]

Click to edit this heading.
CMS Increasing Oversight on States Illegally Using Federal Medicaid Funding for Health Care for Illegal Immigrants
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 2 ced today i 1 federal oversight to stop states from misusing federal Medicaid dollars to cover health care for individuals who are in the country

illegally. Under federal law, federal Medicaid funding is generally only available for emergency medical services for noncitizens with unsatisfactory immigration status who would otherwise be Medicaid-eligible,
but some states have pushed the boundaries, putting taxpayers on the hook for benefits that are not allowed.

“Medicaid is not, and cannot be, a backdoor pathway to subsidize open borders,” said CMS Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz. “States have a duty to uphold the law and protect taxpayer funds. We are putting them on
notice—CMS will not allow federal dollars to be diverted to cover those who are not lawfully eligible.”

As part of the action, CMS is ramping up financial oversight across the board to identify and stop improper spending. This includes:
® Focused evaluations of select state Medicaid spending reports (CMS-64 form submissions);

® |n-depth reviews of select states’ financial management systems; and
® Assessing existing eligibility rules and policies to close loopholes and strengthen enforcement.

“Medicaid funds must serve American citizens in need and those legally entitled to benefits,” said CMS Deputy Administrator and Director of the Center for Medicaid & CHIP Services Drew Snyder. “If states
cannot or will not comply, CMS will step in.”

CMS is also urging all states to immediately examine and update internal controls, eligibility systems, and cost allocation policies to ensure full compliance with federal law. Any improper spending on noncitizens
will be subject to recoupment of the federal share.

This effort aligns with President Trump’s Executive Order on Ending Taxpayer Subsidization of Open Borders, reinforcing our commitment to restoring integrity to federal programs, securing the border, and
putting Americans first. CMS will continue to act decisively to ensure Medicaid dollars serve their true purpose—protecting people eligible for the program under federal law.

The letter to states is available at: https://www.cms.gov/files/d: -borders-co-notification-states.pdf
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Get CMS news at cms.gov/newsroom, sign up for CMS news via email and follow CMS on X (Formerly Twitter) @CMSgov
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop S52-26-12 ‘ M s

Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850 CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES
CENTER FOR MEDICAID & CHIP SERVICES

SUBJECT: Ending Taxpayer Subsidization of Open Borders

May 27, 2025
Dear Colleague:

On February 19, 2025, President Donald J. Trump signed an executive order titled “Ending Taxpayer
Subsidization of Open Borders.” The executive order reflects a national priority to uphold the rule of law,
defend against the waste of hard-earned taxpayer resources, and protect benefits for American citizens in
need. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is committed to faithfully implementing
the President’s executive order.

The plain text of federal law, including the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-193) (PRWORA), generally prohibits illegal aliens from obtaining most
taxpayer-funded benefits. Title IV of the PRWORA states that it is national policy that ‘‘aliens within the
Nation’s borders not depend on public resources to meet their needs,” and that “‘[i]t is a compelling
government interest to remove the incentive for illegal immigration provided by the availability of public
benefits.”” Federal Medicaid funding is generally only available for limited Medicaid coverage necessary
for treatment of an emergency medical condition, including emergency labor and delivery, and not related
to an organ transplant procedure, for individuals who meet all Medicaid eligibility requirements except
satisfactory immigration status. See Section 1903(v)(1) through (v)(3) of the Social Security Act.

To ensure that federal money is not used to pay for or subsidize healthcare for individuals with an
unsatisfactory immigration status in a manner contrary to federal law, CMS is ramping up financial
oversight activities of state claiming in this area, to the extent consistent with applicable law. Activities
are expected to include focused reviews of Medicaid expenditures reported by states on the quarterly
CMS-64 and in-depth financial management reviews (FMRs). All states are encouraged to review their
policies, internal controls, public assistance cost allocation plans, and IT systems to ensure that the state is
claiming medical assistance and administrative expenditures in accordance with federal law. CMS will be
assessing existing eligibility requirements in federal regulations and will be proposing revisions as may
be necessary.

CMS remains committed to working with states and welcomes your input on this critical issue. Thank you

for your work to ensure compliance so that together we may continue to provide quality health coverage
to America’s most vulnerable citizens.

Sincerely,

/sl

Drew Snyder
Deputy Administrator and Director
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Washington State A/-7
Health Care AUthority
Discrimination is Against the Law

The Washington State Health Care Authority complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. The Health Care Authority does not
exclude people or treat them differently because of their race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.

The Health Care Authority also complies with applicable state laws and does not discriminate on the basis of
creed, gender, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, honorably discharged
veteran or military status, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability.

The Health Care Authority:

o Provides free aids and services to people with disabilities so they can communicate effectively with us,
such as:

o Qualified sign language interpreters

o  Written information in other formats (large print, audio, accessible electronic formats, other
formats)

e Provides free language services to people whose primary language is not English, such as:
o Qualified interpreters
o Information written in other languages

If you need these services, contact 1-855-682-0787.

If you believe that the Health Care Authority has failed to provide these services or discriminated in another way,
you can file a grievance with:

Health Care Authority Division of Legal Services
ATTN: Compliance Officer

PO Box 42704

Olympia. WA 98504-2704
1-855-682-0787

Fax: 1-360-507-9234
Compliance@hca.wa.gov

You can file a grievance in person or by mail, fax, or email. If you need help filing a grievance, the Health Care
Authority Division of Legal Services is available to help you.

You can also file a civil rights complaint with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Civil
Rights electronically at https://ocrportal.hhs.gov/ocr/portal/lobby.jsf, or by mail or phone at:

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue SW

Room 509F, HHH Building

Washington, D.C. 20201

1-800-368-1019, 800-537-7697 (TDD).

Complaint forms are available at www.hhs.gov/ocr/officeffile/index.html.

HCA 65-151 (4/18)
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Washington State
Health Care AUthority

[English] Language assistance services, including
interpreters and translation of printed materials, are
available free of charge. Call 1-800-562-3022
(TRS: 711).

[Amharic] ?£7% hH A0t AOFCARTY, AG PALETY
TCTHI® Rd°C 12 2150 :: 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711)
LM (v::

Opsall e iall el Ley ccilalll 8 sae L) cilasa [Arabic]
A e Juail dlilas 58 5ie e salaall o sall dea i
(TRS: 711) 1-800-562-3022

[Burmese] ooom[g§adangpesé coodlg§con:aopd
ogodHoosigp:omamn(g§[geisadissod
INANOOIEIE00530086eEegPn? $29398EClaopS
1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711) 0308:08/ o33l

[Cambodian] 1wnigwman junsOnEATATIHGNG 50
u u =3 G

MIUATIRANTINENY ANBINMSIHIARRAIY

NgiRinigTiue 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711)1

[Chinese] f 22 HbiE 5 h B IRSS, A4 3% DRI B
FORMEIRE . THEH 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Korean] 5] A H| =2} Q14 245 <
AL Mul =g FRE o] & F AF

1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711)H &
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[Laotian] nawdSnautinuwagn, aouiiquavlwagn was

navcdeongufny, DU HWSaudanan. Linmacan
1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Oromo] Tajajilli gargaarsa afaanii, nama afaan hiikuu
fi ragaalee maxxanfaman hiikuun, kaffaltii malee ni
argattu. 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711) irratti bilbilaa.

530l daa 5 5 (AL aa yie alea ) Al ) SeS Clead [Persian])
GJLA.:\.: Lié.m M‘P 4.‘\“)‘ u&:ﬂ‘) ‘;'JH c‘-r\la (k_dUaA) uiJ\J.A
2,85 il 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711)

HCA 65-153 (3/17)

[Punjabi] 37 Agfesr Ree—ggHe w3 fije dist I8
IS © wigee A3—HE3 GuleT Ia|
1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711) '3 a5 531

[Romanian] Serviciile de asistenta lingvistica, inclusiv
cele de interpretariat si de traducere a materialelor
imprimate, sunt disponibile gratuit. Apelati
1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Russian] AsbikoBas nogaepxka, B TOM YMCne ycryru
nepeBOAYMKOB 1 NepeBoa NevaTHbIX MaTepunarnos,
poctynHa 6ecnnatHo. o3BoHWUTE NO HOMepy
1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Somali] Adeego caawimaad luugada ah, ay ku jirto
turjubaano afka ah iyo turjumid lagu sameeyo
waraagaha la daabaco, ayaa lagu helayaa lacag
la’aan. Wac 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Spanish] Hay servicios de asistencia con idiomas,
incluyendo intérpretes y traduccion de materiales
impresos, disponibles sin costo. Llame al
1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Swahili] Huduma za msaada wa lugha, ikiwa ni
pamoja na wakalimani na tafsiri ya nyaraka
zilizochapishwa, zinapatikana bure bila ya malipo.
Piga 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Tagalog] Mga serbisyong tulong sa wika, kabilang
ang mga tagapagsalin at pagsasalin ng nakalimbag
na mga kagamitan, ay magagamit ng walang bayad.
Tumawag sa 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Tigrigna] +C19°t7 & Htéhg T¥HCEAT FCHIPT AP G2
RYR ATH W20 HL P79° heAqt echit::
0 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711) Lw-d::

[Ukrainian] MoBHa nigTpumka, y TOMy Ynchi nocnyru
nepekrnazadvis Ta nepeknaj apykoBaHuUX maTtepianis,
pocTtynHa 6eskowToBHO. 3aTenedoHynTe 3a
Homepom 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).

[Viethamese] Céc dich vu tro gitip ngdén ngl, bao gébm
théng dich vién va ban dich tai liéu in, hién cé mién
phi. Goi 1-800-562-3022 (TRS: 711).
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