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April 10, 2023

VIA Electronic Delivery

Nicole Montgomery

Open Records Officer

775 Marion Road

York, PA 17406
righttoknow(@cysd.k12.pa.us

RE: Pennsylvania Public Records Request

Dear Custodian of Records:

Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Right-to-Know Act (“RTKA”), 65 Pa. Stat. §§ 67.101-67.3104
(2022), Democracy Forward Foundation (“DFF” or “Democracy Forward”) submits this request
for records.

Records Requested

Democracy Forward requests that the Central York School District (“CYSD” or “District”)
produce the following:

1.

All "Citizen's Request for Reconsideration of Material" forms submitted pursuant to
CYSD Admin. Reg. 105.4(A).

All letters or other written communications received by District or sent from a District
employee, or other documentation related to meetings held pursuant to CYSD Admin.
Reg. 105.4(C).

All reports of findings from any Special Review Committee convened pursuant to CYSD
Admin. Reg. 105.4(D), including but not limited to the "Guide for Material Review by
the Special Review Committee" and any findings and recommendations included in those
reports.

All written policies, procedures, guidance, or practices related to Admin Reg. 105.4,
including but not limited to procedures for selecting participants of any “Special Review
Committee.”

All written policies, procedures, guidance, or practices, other than Admin Reg. 105.4,
related to challenging, reviewing, and limiting access to books or other educational
materials by a member of the public.

The timeframe for this search should be from January 1, 2022 to the present.

Scope of Search


mailto:righttoknow@cysd.k12.pa.us

Please search for records regardless of format, including paper records, electronic records,
audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and graphical materials. This request includes,
without limitation, all correspondence, letters, emails, text messages, calendar entries, facsimiles,
telephone messages, voice mail messages, and transcripts, notes, minutes, or audio or video
recordings of any meetings, telephone conversations, or discussions. In searching for responsive
records, however, please exclude publicly available materials such as news clips that mention
otherwise responsive search terms.

The Pennsylvania RTKA requires any state, county, district, or municipal agency or department
to provide access to state, county, and municipal records. 65 Pa. Stat. § 67.901. Only limited
exceptions are provided for information that would harm an interest protected by a specific
exemption or where disclosure is prohibited by law. I/d. § 67.708. In the event that the District
wishes to withhold any documents or portions of documents, it must include a description of the
record requested, the specific reasons for denial, citing supporting legal authority, and a
procedure to appeal the denial of access to records. Id. § 67.903. We reserve the right to file an
appeal of the denial with the Office of Open Records within 15 business days of the agency’s
response, pursuant to section 67.1101.

If requested records are located in, or originated in, another agency, department, office,
installation or bureau, please refer this request or any relevant portion of this request to the
appropriate entity.

To the extent that the records are readily reproducible in a searchable, electronic format, we
would prefer to receive the records in that format. However, if certain records are not available in
that format, we are willing to accept the best available copy of each such record.

Please respond to this request in writing within five days. 65 Pa. Stat. § 67.901. If all of the
requested documents are not available within that time period, we request that you provide us
with all requested documents or portions of documents that are available within that time period.

Request for Fee Waiver

Democracy Forward requests a waiver of document search, review, and duplication fees
associated with processing records for this request.

The requested waiver is in the public interest because providing the copy of the information
sought primarily benefits the general public. Democracy Forward has a demonstrated ability to
disseminate information of public interest requested through freedom of information statutes, and
based upon responses to this request may assist in publicizing records received to contribute to
the public’s understanding of the removal of educational materials from schools. Indeed, records
received by Democracy Forward have previously formed the basis of news reports.'

! See, e.g., Alexander Nazaryan, Why did right-wing troll Charles C. Johnson meet with Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross?, Yahoo News (May 14, 2019),



Democracy Forward is not filing this request to further any commercial interest, and any
information obtained by Democracy Forward as a result of this request and disclosed will be
disclosed at no cost.

If the request for a waiver is denied, we are willing to pay all reasonable fees incurred for
searching and duplicating records in responding to this request, up to $50. If the costs of
responding to this request should exceed that amount, please contact us before incurring costs
exceeding that amount.

Conclusion
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If you need clarification as to the scope of the request, have any questions, or foresee any
obstacles to releasing fully the requested records within the 5-day time period, please contact me
as soon as possible at foia@democracyforward.org.

We appreciate your assistance and look forward to your prompt response.
Sincerely,

[s/ Joe Gaeta

Director of Oversight and Engagement
Democracy Forward Foundation

P.O. Box 34553

Washington, D.C. 20043


mailto:foia@democracyforward.org

