DEMOCRACY
FORWARD 2

January 17, 2023
VIA Electronic Delivery

Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission
901 S. Kansas Ave

Topeka, KS 66612

785-296-4219

KGEC_Ethics@ks.gov

Re: Kansas Open Records Act Request

Dear Custodian of Records:

Pursuant to the Kansas Open Records Act (“KORA”), Kan. Stat. Ann. §§ 45-215-45-254 (West
2022), Democracy Forward Foundation (“DFF” or “Democracy Forward’) submits this request
for records.

Background

On January 6, 2023, Attorney General-elect Kris Kobach confirmed the hiring of Kansas State
Senator J.R. Claeys as his senior adviser. In addition to serving as the Attorney General’s senior
adviser, Claeys also plans to retain his position in the senate.! The following week, the Topeka
Capital Journal reported that, according to Claeys, he had “cleared the potential move with the
Kansas Governmental Ethics Commission.”

Records Requested
Democracy Forward requests that the Governmental Ethics Commission produce the following:

1. Any advisory opinions, letters, or other forms of guidance, formal or informal, issued by
the Kansas Ethics Commission related to the employment of State Senator J.R. Claeys by
the Kansas Office of the Attorney General.

2. All correspondence, memos, briefs, reports or other communications containing facts
relied upon by the Commission in conjunction with any guidance provided by Kansas
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Ethics Commission related to the employment of State Senator J.R. Claeys by the Kansas
Office of the Attorney General.

Scope of Search
Please search for records dated June 1, 2022 to the present.

In searching for responsive records, please search for records regardless of format, including
paper records, electronic records, audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and graphical
materials. This request includes, without limitation, all correspondence, letters, emails, text
messages, calendar entries, facsimiles, telephone messages, voice mail messages, and transcripts,
notes, minutes, or audio or video recordings of any meetings, telephone conversations, or
discussions. However, please exclude publicly available materials such as news clips that
mention otherwise responsive search terms, unless the records contain additional discussion or
commentary from State employees or contacts at the organizations listed above.

The Public Records Law requires agencies to disclose information, with only limited exceptions
for information that would harm an interest protected by a specific exemption or where
disclosure is prohibited by law. Kan. Stat. Ann. § 45-221. In the event that the Ethics
Commission wishes to deny the right to inspect or obtain a copy of requested records, we request
a written statement from the Commission of the grounds for denial, citing the laws or regulations
under which access is denied. /d. § 45-218(d). We also reserve the right to appeal any decisions
denying the inspection of requested records to the state’s district courts. Id. § 45-222.

If requested records are located in, or originated in, another agency, department, office,
installation or bureau, please refer this request or any relevant portion of this request to the
appropriate entity.

To the extent that the records are readily reproducible in a searchable, electronic format, we
would prefer to receive the records in that format. However, if certain records are not available in
that format, we are willing to accept the best available copy of each such record.

Please respond to this request in writing within three business days as required by section
45-218(d). If all of the requested documents are not available within that time period, we request
that you provide us with all requested documents or portions of documents that are available
within that time period.

Request for Fee Waiver

Democracy Forward requests a waiver of document search, review, and duplication fees
associated with processing records for this request.

The requested waiver is in the public interest because providing the copy of the information
sought primarily benefits the general public. Democracy Forward has a demonstrated ability to



disseminate information of public interest requested through freedom of information statutes, and
based upon responses to this request may assist in publicizing records received to contribute to
the public’s understanding of the context surrounding the employment of State Senator J.R.
Claeys by the Kansas Office of the Attorney General. Indeed, records received by Democracy
Forward have previously formed the basis of news reports.’

Conclusion
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If you need clarification as to the scope of the request, have any questions, or foresee any
obstacles to releasing fully the requested records, please contact me as soon as possible at
foia@democracyforward.org.

We appreciate your assistance and look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

[s/ Megan J. Uzzell
Megan J. Uzzell

Director of Strategic Initiatives & External Affairs
Democracy Forward Foundation

P.O. Box 34553

Washington, D.C. 20043
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