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John Lewis 
Senior Counsel 
Democracy Forward Foundation 
P.O. Box 34553 
Washington, DC 20043 

July 11, 2022 

Faith Barnes 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
Granbury Independent School District 
217 N. Jones St. 
Granbury, TX 76048 

 
Dear Ms. Barnes:  

My organization represents Christopher Tackett in several pending records requests 
relating to Granbury ISD’s attempts to remove books from library shelves. We believe that the 
district has violated, and is continuing to violate, the Public Information Act by failing to 
produce text messages between Superintendent Dr. Jeremy K. Glenn and members of the Board 
of Trustees in response to Mr. Tackett’s requests. We therefore request that the district 
produce all such records within two weeks. Failure to do so may result in the initiation of a 
lawsuit against the district. 

  As you are no doubt aware, “it is the policy of this state that each person is entitled, 
unless otherwise expressly provided by law, at all times to complete information about the affairs 
of government and the official acts of public officials and employees.” Gov’t Code § 552.001(a). 
For that reason, “[a]n officer for public information of a governmental body shall promptly 
produce public information for inspection, duplication, or both on application by any person to 
the officer.” Id. § 552.221(a). If a governmental body “refuses to supply public information,” 
then “[a] requestor … may file suit for a writ of mandamus compelling a governmental body to 
make information available for public inspection.” Id. § 552.321(a). In such cases, the court may 
also award the requestor their “costs of litigation and reasonable attorney fees.” Id. § 552.323(a). 

Pursuant to the Public Information Act, Mr. Tackett has filed multiple records requests 
with the district, three of which are relevant here. See Exhibit A. 

• On January 11, 2022, Mr. Tackett requested “[a]ny correspondence by Granbury ISD 
personnel or board trustees relating to the removal of books from ISD libraries from the 
past 2 months.” After you produced a set of emails in response to this request, Mr. 
Tackett clarified that his request encompassed “email, IMs, and text.” You then produced 
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16 pages of text messages, and asserted that, “[i]f there are not any text messages from 
specific people, that means they did not have text messages responsive.” 

• On February 4, 2022, Mr. Tackett requested, among other things, “[a]ny and all records 
dating from October 25, 2021 to November 11, 2021, as well as January 12, 2022, to the 
present regarding removal of books from library shelves, including any and all 
communications or correspondence (dates gapped as previous ORR covered the period 
from November 12, 2021 to January 11, 2021, and the follow-up clarification that 
correspondence was meant to include all forms of written communications, including 
texts and instant messages).” 

• On February 14, 2022, Mr. Tackett requested “[a]ll correspondence (emails, text 
messages, instant messages, etc.) between the Granbury ISD Superintendent and any 
Granbury ISD School Board Trustee.” In response, you replied that “I have confirmed 
that there are no text messages, instant messages or other forms of communication 
besides emails responsive to your request.” 

As you can see, each of these requests, both as originally submitted and subsequently clarified, 
plainly encompassed text messages between Dr. Glenn and the trustees. 

Contrary to your responses, we have substantial reason to believe that additional 
responsive text messages do exist, and that the district is simply “unwilling to supply public 
information.” City of El Paso v. Abbott, 444 S.W.3d 315, 324 (Tex. App. 2014) (quotation 
omitted). In particular, the text messages released to Mr. Tackett in response to his January 11 
request include a conversation, apparently from the perspective of Assistant Superintendent 
Tammy Clark, where Dr. Glenn discusses conversations with trustees about removing books. 
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At a minimum, there should be (1) a mirrored, but distinct, version of these texts from Dr. 
Glenn’s side (i.e., where he is the sender and colored blue), and (2) text messages from the 
referenced trustee containing these “5-6 pics” (which appear to be iPhone screenshots) and likely 
accompanying descriptions. The failure to produce these messages alone violates the Public 
Information Act. However, the district’s failure to produce these messages suggests that there are 
still more messages that the district has unlawfully withheld. Indeed, none of the texts in the 
district’s production appear to have come from the perspective of Dr. Glenn himself—suggesting 
that the district simply did not attempt to obtain these texts for production. 

We therefore reiterate our request that the district produce all text messages 
between Dr. Glenn and current members of the Board of Trustees relating in any way to 
the removal of books from Granbury ISD libraries.1 If the district does not do so within two 
weeks, we may consider pursuing litigation to vindicate Mr. Tackett’s rights under the Public 
Information Act. If you have any questions about this letter or foresee any difficulties in 
producing these records within the specified timeframe, please contact me by email at 
jlewis@democracyforward.org or by phone at 202-601-2487. 

 

       Sincerely, 

         

________________________ 
       John Lewis (State Bar No. 24095074) 
       Senior Counsel 
       Democracy Forward Foundation 

 

 
1  Because the February 14 request ran through to “the present,” meaning the time the district completed its search 
for responsive records, that time should run through to the date the district produces records in response to this letter. 

mailto:jlewis@democracyforward.org
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TEXAS PUBLIC INFORMATION ACT INFORMATION REQUEST FORM 

)RU� JXLGDQFH� UHJDUGLQJ� \RXU� ULJKWV� DV� D� UHTXHVWRU� DQG� WKH� SXEOLF� LQIRUPDWLRQ� SURFHGXUHV� DGRSWHG� E\�
WKLV�JRYHUQPHQWDO� ERG\�� \RX� PD\� UHYLHZ� WKH� JRYHUQPHQWDO� ERG\¶V� QRWLFH� UHTXLUHG� XQGHU� VHFWLRQ� �������� RI�
WKH� *RYHUQPHQW� &RGH�� � <RX� FDQ� ILQG� DGGLWLRQDO� 3XEOLF� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� $FW� UHVRXUFHV� RQ� WKH� 2IILFH� RI� WKH� $WWRUQH\�
*HQHUDO
V�ZHEVLWH�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�WH[DVDWWRUQH\JHQHUDO�JRY�RSHQ�JRYHUQPHQW�

First Name: Last Name: 
Company/Organization: 
Mailing Address: 
City: State: Zip Code: 
E-mail Address: Phone Number: 
3UHIHUUHG�0DQQHU�RI�:ULWWHQ�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ� 

Description of the Information Requested 
(Note: Describe the information as precisely as you can.) 

3OHDVH� 1RWH�� If WKH � information requested is unclear or L I � a large amount of information is requested you may be 
contacted to discuss clarifying or narrowing your request. There may be charges associated with production of the requested 
information. You may find more information regarding the charges under the Public Information Act HERE.

x How would you like to have the information provided?
x If available, do you wish to receive an electronic copy of the information?

x Do you agree to the redaction of information that is subject to mandatory exceptions, provided such
redactions are clearly labeled on the information you received?

x Do you agree to the redaction of information that is subject to discretionary exceptions, provided such
redactions are clearly labeled on the information you receive?

'DWH�5DQJH��RSWLRQDO�� WR�

8QGHU� WKH� 3XEOLF� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� $FW�� VRPH� FDWHJRULHV� RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ� GR� QRW� KDYH� WR� EH� UHOHDVHG���
([FHSWLRQV� WR� GLVFORVXUH� IDOO� LQWR� WZR� JHQHUDO� FDWHJRULHV�� ��� PDQGDWRU\� H[FHSWLRQV� WKDW� PDNH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
FRQILGHQWLDO� DQG� UHTXLUH� D�JRYHUQPHQWDO� ERG\� WR� ZLWKKROG LQIRUPDWLRQ�� DQG� ��� GLVFUHWLRQDU\� H[FHSWLRQV�
WKDW� DOORZ� EXW� GR� QRW� UHTXLUH� D� JRYHUQPHQWDO� ERG\� WR� ZLWKKROG� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� � <RX� PD\� ILQG�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW� PDQGDWRU\� DQG� GLVFUHWLRQDU\�H[FHSWLRQV�+(5(�

,Q�PRVW� LQVWDQFHV��D�JRYHUQPHQWDO�ERG\� LV� UHTXLUHG� WR� UHTXHVW�D�GHFLVLRQ� IURP�WKH�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO� LQ�RUGHU� WR�
ZLWKKROG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� IURP� D� UHTXHVWRU�� +RZHYHU�� D� UHTXHVWRU� PD\� SHUPLW� D� JRYHUQPHQWDO� ERG\� WR� UHGDFW�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� ZLWKRXW� UHTXHVWLQJ�DQ�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�GHFLVLRQ��<RX�DUH�QRW� UHTXLUHG� WR�DJUHH� WR� WKH� UHGDFWLRQ�RI�
DQ\� LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHVSRQVLYH� WR�\RXU� UHTXHVW�� EXW� GRLQJ� VR� PD\� VWUHDPOLQH� WKH� KDQGOLQJ� RI� \RXU� UHTXHVW�� ,I� \RX�
DJUHH�WR�UHGDFWLRQV�LQ�WKLV�UHTXHVW��WKHQ�\RX�PD\�UHTXHVW�WKH�UHGDFWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�D�IXWXUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHTXHVW�

)URP�

,1)250$7,21�35()(5(1&(6�

5HTXHVWRU�&RQWDFW�,QIRUPDWLRQ�

5HY�����������

http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-government/members-public/confidential-information-under-public-information-act
http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open-government/governmental-bodies/charges-public-information
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