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Wepsdpiiroten, [0 200507

May 22, 2017

The FHoanorable Michael Melaul

1.8, House of Representatives

wWashingtoen, 0C 20215
Lrferntion: Thomas Hester

cngressran McCaul:

inis is in response o your lettar datad April 18, 2317,
reqarding the Federal Burezu of Prisons’ (BOP) use of private
prisonsg. Spec Loally, you azge the Borezu to adhere to
Atrorney Gene: 5310 Fabruary 21, 2017 directive that -he

ns
longs-anging poelicy and praciice with
f

ral
Eureav returr to i%s
Fracy Or private prison bed sSpacke.

respect to con

Tor decades, the BCP has re_ied on privatel:

prisons to pravice much needed capacifty to house low s=curity
imnates - primarily low security crimindi zlisgns. The private
prisen industry helped the BOP mans the unprecedented growtil
in the ilnmate population that negan in the 1980s. While the
federazl orison population has decreased in recent years, the BIP
iz still operating at 14% crowding. Given the President's and
the Attorney Genmral's sLiong Zommlimént e public safety, we
can expect an increase 1n the population going forward.  The 302
needs the flexibility —hat private prisen contracts provide to
suprort their dynamic capacity needsa, part.cularly with espect
security coriminal zlier populiation., As SUCn,

= General February

to> the 1

with Lhe Atiorney

T

.
JOE i

QOo:andum, the BOF will contipue to solicit for futuve private
priscen bed space as needed.

"hark vou for yeur continuved suppavt of the BUF and its
trlvate prison contracts. We hope this infoermation addresasss
our concerns.  If we cap be of further assiszance L& vou OR

VOU
this matter, piease do nol hesitate to cenkect me at
{202y 307-3230.
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