
Skye Perryman is a lawyer, advocate, and leader with a track

record of taking on and winning critical fights that advance

democratic values, stop abuses of power, and improve the wellbeing

of people and communities. She was named President and CEO of

Democracy Forward Foundation in June 2021, returning to the

organization where she was on the founding litigation team.

Perryman brings a wealth of experience from both the private and

non-profit sectors. She most recently served as the Chief Legal

Officer and General Counsel of the American College of

Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), the nation’s premiere

organization of physicians dedicated to the health care of women,

where she oversaw its broad portfolio of legal, policy, and public

affairs work and led a number of groundbreaking initiatives that

enhanced access and equity in health care. Prior to ACOG, Perryman was a Senior Counsel at

Democracy Forward Foundation where, as one of the organization’s founding litigators, she

developed and filed some of the first cases challenging unprecedented and unlawful executive

action in the post-2016 era.

Perryman began her legal career at Covington & Burling LLP and later practiced at Wilmer Cutler

Pickering Hale & Dorr (WilmerHale). In private practice, she handled complex and high-stakes

matters at the intersection of law and policy for clients across industries, while maintaining a robust

pro bono practice dedicated to vindicating the civil and constitutional rights of people. Earlier in her

career, Perryman coordinated programs for underserved youth in Central Texas public schools. She

was also part of early efforts to build coalitions between labor and environmental stakeholders

supporting investment in renewable energy infrastructure and good jobs.

Perryman volunteers her time as a mentor and serves on the boards of several organizations,

including the First Shift Justice Project, the Atlas Performing Arts Center, and the Interfaith

Alliance. She teaches courses at American University, and is an active alumna of Baylor University,

where she helped to initiate a thousands-strong alumni movement calling on the University to

change its restrictive policies regarding LGBTQ+ student organizations.

Perryman grew up in Texas and is a proud product of its public schools. She holds a Juris Doctor

with honors from the Georgetown University Law Center and a Bachelor of Arts magna cum laude

from Baylor University where she is a member of the Board of Advocates for the College of Arts and

Sciences. She has received numerous accolades, including being named a four-time Washington

Rising Star by SuperLawyers, a Top 40 Under 40 Trailblazer by the Leadership Center for

Excellence, the Baylor Line Foundation’s Outstanding Young Alumna, a Harry S. Truman

Scholar, and a Chuck F. C. Ruff Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year. Her work has been covered in

outlets such as The New York Times, National Public Radio, NBC News, The Washington Post, The

Houston Chronicle, and Teen Vogue.
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https://www.acog.org/news/news-articles/2021/05/acog-announces-departure-of-skye-perryman-jd
http://www.firstshift.org/our-board/
http://atlasarts.org/
https://interfaithalliance.org/
https://interfaithalliance.org/

